“The Democrat” Story

As an historical society, it is very important that we showcase what it was like to survive and thrive in the
area now known as Didsbury. The donation of a “Democrat” Carriage in May of 2025 represents a
significant addition to the Museum's collection, and carries stories of its use and restoration throughout
the 20th century.

Lovers of historic vehicles have been enjoying one of our latest donations - a Democrat Carriage (buggy),
built between 1900-1905 and purchased by a local family in 1921. Itis a 2-seater horse drawn vehicle
designed to carry a family, featuring large wooden wheels and a tufted leather seat. Stories of this buggy
are featured in the Harmattan History Book, which is available at the Didsbury Museum Library.

The provenance has been confirmed by a carriage specialty museum in Alberta. Commencing as a 4-H
project, the restoration took the donor (Mr. Gary Russell) and his daughter many painstaking years to
complete.

When you first step into the largest exhibit room at the Museum, our Agriculture Room, you will likely just
stand there for a moment and marvel at our latest exhibit, "The Democrat", a buggy holding memories from
those families who owned this carriage over the past 100+ years!

The Democrat was first brought to
the Didsbury area by W.C.H.
(Charlie) Caush. Charlie and his
family drove to the Zella School on
Sundays to attend church services,
with a team and his "Democrat”,
made by the McLaughlin Carriage
Company in Ontario.

You will be greeted by our favourite
"carriage rider", Rose (named by a
regular visitor to the Museum, Luna.
Rose is being courted by our
"Charlie" (named after the carriage's first owner, Charlie Caush, of course), proudly standing by.

Later on, the buggy was owned by Dave Shoemaker, then passed on to Scott Whiteside, and by 1984, it
came to the Gary Russell family of Didsbury. Gary and his daughter, Mackenzie, spent two years restoring it
to its original beauty as a 4-H project. The Russell family donated it to the Didsbury and District Historical
Society in May, 2025.

We recognize the great honour of being given the opportunity to be custodians of this amazing piece of
history, and hope you will visit the Didsbury Museum. It really is the best way to immerse yourself in the
agriculture industry and the early settlers who called Didsbury and Mountain View County, home.

Following are photos taken during the unloading of the restored buggy, disassembling it, carrying it upstairs
to the Agriculture Room, and then reassembling it for final exhibit.
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